Lesson 20: John Chapters 20 and 21        The Empty Tomb and Post Resurrection Appearances
Our last lesson began with the crucifixion of Jesus and ended with his burial in the tomb by two disciples who were secretly disciples of Jesus; Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus. The final chapters of John’s Gospel include post resurrection appearances to Mary Magdalene and the disciples. John’s Gospel is the only Gospel that includes Jesus appearing to “doubting Thomas.”   Also, only in John does the resurrected Jesus prepare breakfast for his disciples.
1. Read John 20:1-10 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.
a. There is a detail about Jesus’ tomb in Matthew that is not mentioned in John.  What is it?   (Read Matt 27:62-64 here for the answer)
 Matthew 27:62-64  “the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember that this impostor while still alive said, ‘After three days I will be raised up.’ 64 Give orders, then, that the grave be secured until the third day, lest his disciples come and steal him and say to the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead.’ This last imposture would be worse than the first.”

b. On what day of the week did Mary Magdalene visit Jesus’ tomb?
c.  Who does Mary Magdalene tell about the tomb?
d. Reflection:  If The Beloved Disciple (aka the other disciple) arrives at the tomb first, why do you suppose it was Peter who entered the tomb first?

e. Reflection: what is it about the state or position of the burial clothes that would be surprising?

f. What was Peter and John’s reactions to the empty tomb and garments?

2. Read John 20:11-18 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.
a. Did Mary know she was talking to angels?
b. What did Mary think was the reason Jesus wasn’t in the tomb?
c. Why do you think Mary did not recognize Jesus? 
d. Who did Mary think was talking to her in 20:15?
e.  Read CCC 660 here and John 20:16-18 in your Bible. 
What message does Jesus want Mary to relay to his disciples?
CCC 660 The veiled character of the glory of the Risen One during this time is intimated in his mysterious words to Mary Magdalene: "I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God." This indicates a difference in manifestation between the glory of the risen Christ and that of the Christ exalted to the Father's right hand, a transition marked by the historical and transcendent event of the Ascension.

3. Read John 20:19-23 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.
a. When did Jesus appear to the disciples?

b. Where were the disciples gathered?

c. Why were they afraid of the “Jews”?

d. How does Jesus greet the disciples?

e. What is Jesus commissioning the disciples to do?  See also Matt. 28:19-20.
See 20:22-23 in your bible and CCC 1441 here:  CCC1441 Only God forgives sins. Since he is the Son of God, Jesus says of himself, "The Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins" and exercises this divine power: "Your sins are forgiven." Further, by virtue of his divine authority he gives this power to men to exercise in his name. 
4. Read John 20:24-31 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.
a. What message is Jesus relaying to Thomas with His words in 20:27?

b. How does Thomas react to Jesus’ words?

c. What is the meaning of 20:29 for Christians in the 21st century?

5. Read John 21: 1-14 and footnotes.
a. Where is the "Sea of Tiberias" (John 21:1)?

b. How does Jesus first get the attention of the fishermen?

c. What had Peter and the others, who were experienced fishermen, caught before Jesus showed up?
d. Who was it that first recognized Jesus?  
e. What does Simon Peter do when he heard that Jesus was on the shore?

f. What did Jesus do to prepare breakfast for the disciples?
6. Read John 21:15-19 and footnotes.
a. How many times had Peter denied knowing Jesus in John 18:

b. How many times did Jesus ask Peter if he loved him?

c. What does Jesus ask Peter to do in 21:15, 21:16, and 21:17?

d. What is Jesus trying to prepare Peter for with His prophesy in 21:18-19?

7. Read John 21:20-25 and footnotes.
a. Peter is tempted to compare his own fate with that of the beloved disciple. How does Jesus respond to Peter’s inquiry?
b. What rumors were spread about the beloved disciple?  Were they true?

8. What did you learn from John’s Gospel that will remain with you after today? 
