Lesson 19: John 19:16-42   Jesus’ Crucifixion and Burial
In our last lesson we read about Peter’s three denials of Jesus. This, of course, was a prophecy of Jesus to Peter during the upper room discourses. The last lesson also included the trials before Annas and Pilate.  Although John’s Gospel did say that Jesus was taken to Caiaphas, there is nothing else about that trial in John’s Gospel.  Pilate did not believe that Jesus was guilty, but to appease the Jews, the crucifixion was planned after first scourging Jesus and humiliating Him with taunts, a crown of thorns and the garments of a “king”. 
1. Read John 19:16-22 and footnotes. Share any footnotes.


a. Read John 19:14. According to John’s Gospel, what day and time is it?  Check footnotes for more information.

b. Reflection: Why might it be difficult for Jesus to carry the cross, the by himself?  See also Luke 23:26 here:   
Luke 23:26  “26 As they led him away they took hold of a certain Simon of Cyrena, who was coming in from the country; and after laying the cross on him, they made him carry it behind Jesus.”

c. How many crucifixions were planned for this day?

d. What was the inscription written above the cross of Jesus?

e. In how many languages was this written?

f. Why did the Jewish priests object to this inscription?

g. Did Pilate give in to the demands of the Jews and change the inscription? 

2. Read John 19:23-27 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. How many soldiers "crucified Jesus"? (John 19:23)
b. Who was given the personal effects of Jesus?
c. Why couldn’t His "tunic" be divided among the soldiers? (John 19:23)
d. Who was there at the cross to see the personal effects of Jesus being divided?
e. Reflection:  So, what was Jesus wearing on the cross?  
f. When Jesus told His mother, “behold your son” (John 19:26), to whom was He referring?
g. When Jesus told his disciple to "behold your mother" (John 19:27), what was He saying?
h. What did the “son” do after hearing this?

3. Read John 19:28-30 and footnotes. Share any footnotes. 

a. Compare translations of 19:29. What kind of wine is it that Jesus accepts for His thirst? 
b. Read Mark 15:23 “They gave him wine drugged with myrrh, but he did not take it.”  
Why did Jesus refuse the wine before his crucifixion, but accept it at the end?  See John 19:30. 
4. Read John 19:31-37 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. Why did the Jews ask Pilate to break the legs of the men being crucified?  (John 19:31)
b. Reflection:  What contributed to Jesus being "already dead" (John 19:33) while the two criminals on the crosses to His right and left were still alive?
c. Read Exodus 12:46-47 here as a part of the description of the first Passover:   46 It must be eaten in one house; you may not take any of its meat outside the house. You shall not break any of its bones. 47 The whole community of Israel must celebrate this feast. 
Why was it important for Jesus’ legs to remain unbroken?
d. Why did the soldier thrust a sword into Jesus’ side?
e. What is the significance of the blood and water?
5. Read John 19:38-42 and footnotes.  							
Who was "Joseph of Arimathea" and what role did he play in the burial of Jesus? (John 19:38)   See also Mark 14:46-47 here:  
46 Having bought a linen cloth, he took him down, wrapped him in the linen cloth and laid him in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance to the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses watched where he was laid.
a. How did Nicodemus help with the burial of Jesus?

b. Reflection. What does John not mention about the passion of Jesus that the other Gospel writers do include?  
