Lesson 18: John 18:15-19:15
Peter’s Denials, Jesus Before Annas/ Caiaphas /Pilate
Our last lesson included Jesus’ long prayer often referred to as His “High Priestly Prayer.”  In his prayer Jesus prayed for God’s glory so that He might in turn glorify the Father. He prayed that the glory He had before creation and before taking a human form would be returned to Him. Next Jesus prayed for the disciples which were “given to Him” by the Father.  He prayed that that they would be kept from the “evil one.”  Jesus’ prayer is filled with pleas for unity among the disciples, a unity that is similar to the unity between Father and Son. Finally, Jesus prayed for us, those who came to faith through the witness of the disciples. Chapter 18 began with the betrayal of Jesus by Judas and the arrest of Jesus. 
1. Read John 18:15-27 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.


a. Where is Peter in verses 18-18?

b. Who is the “other” disciple with him?  Footnotes and the verses below might help.
John 20:3-5  3 So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 4 They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; 5 he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. 
John 19:26-27 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.


c.  To whom does Peter make his first denial of Jesus?

d.  Reading John 18:19-24, does this seem like a proper trial? 
What is missing?

e. Why would Annas inquire about Jesus’ disciples?

f. How does Jesus defend his teaching in these verses?


g. Why was Jesus struck by the Temple guard?

h. In John 18:25 Peter denies knowing Jesus again.  To whom is he speaking?

i. Again in 18:26-27 Peter denies Jesus.  Who was questioning him this time? 

j. How does Jesus’ prophecy of Peter’s denial illustrate His understanding of human nature?

2. Read John 18:28-38 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

2 a. Why were the Jews not willing to enter the palace of the Roman governor, also referred to at the praetorium? What is the irony here?

   b.  What charges did the Jewish leaders say they had against Jesus?

   c.  What is the meaning of 18:32?   See also John 12:32 below. 
John 12:32 32 And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.”

    d.  What answer does Jesus give Pilate when he asks Him “What have you done?”
          e. What does Jesus say about His kingdom?    See 18:36.

           f. For what reason does Jesus say he was born?   See 18:37.
           g. How did Pilate respond to this?   Is this more irony?

           h. Who is Barabas? Compare translations of 18:40.

3. Read John 19:1-15 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

	a. In verses 1-5, how much of this activity is torture, and how much is	     mockery of the Jews and their King?

	b. Who was doing these things to Jesus?
	c.  Does Pilate think Jesus is guilty of any crime at this point?  See 19:4.
	d. Again there is banter between the Jewish Leaders and Pilate over who 	     should execute Jesus. Why do the Jews say Pilate must crucify Jesus? 

	e. In 19:7 they name Jesus’ crime. What is it and how does Pilate react?                   See Matthew 27:19 for more insight.  
Matthew 27:19 19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.”


	f. How do the Jewish leaders try to force Pilate’s hand to proceed with  Jesus’ crucifixion? 
	g. In 19:15 Pilate tries one more time to avoid this crucifixion by asking “Shall I crucify your king?” How do the Jews respond?  

4. How could the chief priest’s response in 19:15 be considered blasphemy?
