Lesson #17              John 17 – 18:14
Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer and Jesus’ Arrest

In our last lesson Jesus described the relationship between disciples and Jesus as a vine and its branches.  Those who remain with Christ will produce much fruit.  A separation from the vine means certain death.  Those who are not fruitful are cut off and thrown into a fire. In this lesson, Jesus continues the “upper room discourse” with his disciples. 

1. Read John 17:1-5 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.


a. Who is Jesus praying for in these verses?

b. What is the meaning of “eternal life” according to Jesus in 17:3?


c. Also in verse 3, what does it mean to “know” God or to know Jesus? Is it enough to believe that God exists?

d. To whom does Jesus give eternal life?


e. How did Jesus glorify the Father?    See 17:4.


f. What is Jesus praying for in 17:5?  Read Philippians 2:6-8 here for clues.
Philippians 2:6-8 Who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. 7  Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance,8  he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross

2. Read John 17:6-19 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.


a. Who is Jesus praying for in these verses?


b. How does He describe them in verses 7-8?


c. What does he pray for in 17:9-11?


d. Who is the “son of destruction” in 17:12?

e. Why is Jesus praying with these words according to 17:13?


f. What does Jesus pray for in 17:15?  Read also 1 Peter 5:8 here- 
1 Peter 5:8 Be sober and vigilant. Your opponent the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion looking for [someone] to devour.


g. In verse 15, Jesus says that He does not ask that they be taken from the world. But in verse 16, He says that they do not belong to the world. What does this mean?

h. What does it mean to be consecrated?  What does this say about the Apostles that Jesus has sent out into the world?   See 17:17-19?


3. Read John 17: 20-26 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.

a. Who is Jesus praying for in these verses?

b. What does He pray for in verses 21-23?

c. How is unity a problem in the 21st century?

d. What character traits or qualities do we need to have in order to be unified with others?

4. Read John 18: 1-14 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.


a. The time of Jesus’ arrest had arrived.  With whom did Judas arrive to arrest Jesus?

b. What did these people have with them when they approached Jesus?

c.  What did Jesus say that made the men fall to the ground?

d. How did Peter react to Jesus’ arrest in 18:10?

e.  What does Jesus' response to His arrest teach us about handling situations of	             conflict or injustice?

       f.   Where do they take Jesus after he is arrested? 


5. Read through Jesus’ prayer in chapter 17 again.  
What verses or phrases in His prayer are meaningful to you?
