Lesson 16:  John 15-16        The Vine and the Branches and the Worlds Hatred
Our last lesson was a continuation of dialogues from the upper room during the last supper. In Chapter 14, Jesus was simply talking to his disciples. Jesus is letting the disciples know that He is going to be leaving soon, but they should not be troubled. The disciples would not be able to go with Jesus (to Heaven) but they would be with Him later. Jesus stated that He will prepare a place for the disciples there. Jesus several times said that He would come back to them. The disciples were confused about this. It would not be until Pentecost, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, that they truly understand. Jesus goes on to say I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life. Chapters 15 and 16 is a continuation of the dialogues in the upper room.
1. Read John 15:1-17 and footnotes. Share your footnotes with your group.

a. What are the metaphorical “I AM” statements in verses 1 and 5? 

b. What is the role of God the Father in this metaphor?

c. What happens to branches that are not fruitful in this metaphor?
See John 15:2 and 15:6.

d. What is the fruit, or what does it mean to be fruitful?  (see 15:16)

e. What things must the disciples do in order to remain fruitful?  See 15:4-5.

2. Read John 14:12-14 here, and John 15:7, and 16:23-24 in your bible.   
 How are these verses similar?	
John 14:12-14. 12 Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do greater ones than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And whatever you ask in my name, I will do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything of me in my name, I will do it. And, whatever you ask in my name, I will do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything of me in my name, I will do it.

3. Read John 13:34-35 here and John 15:12-13 in your bible. 
a. Compare the two versions of Jesus’ commandment.
John 13:34-35 34 I give you a new commandment:] love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one another. 35 This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”


b. What does it mean when Jesus repeats a command or saying in the Bible?


4. In verses 15:15-17, why does Jesus now call the disciples “friends”?

5. Read John 15:18-26 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

5a. In John 15:18-20, for what is Jesus trying to prepare his disciples? 

      5b. Why does the world hate Jesus?  See John 15:21 and 23.

      5c.  What is the meaning of 15:22?

      5d. What task is Jesus asking the disciples to take on in 15:27?  Compare	     translations of this verse with your group.

6. Read 16:1-15 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. Jesus foretells of some of the suffering that the disciples will have to endure.  What is Jesus warning them about in verse 16:2?

b. Why does Jesus say it is good that He is going away? 

c. Reflection: How did the testimony of the Holy Spirit change the hearts of the people after the death and resurrection of Jesus?  See 16:8-11 and Acts 2:1-13.

d. What does Jesus reveal about the Holy Spirit in the following verses?
16:13
16:14
16:15
7. Read John 16:16-24 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. What do you think Jesus is referring to in 16:16?

b. To what does Jesus compare the pain and grief of the disciples upon seeing his death?

c. What is it that will bring them joy after so much sorrow and pain?

8. Jesus again knows what the disciples are thinking.  He answers the questions they wanted to ask but were afraid to do so. How does this affect the disciples?  See 16:17-19 and 16:29-30.

9. When Jesus’ hour arrives, where will the disciples go?   See 16:32-33.
