Lesson 14:  John 12:44 to 13:38
Jesus, the Light of the World, The Last Supper, Washing the Disciples’ Feet, Jesus Foretells Peter’s Denial Foretold
In our last lesson, Jesus left Bethany to go to Jerusalem for the Passover feast. News of Jesus calling Lazarus out of his tomb had reached the ears of the people already in Jerusalem.  Jesus was greeted in a manner appropriate for a king or Messiah.  

1.  Read John 12:44-50. 
a. Jesus is teaching the people gathered for Passover week. What is his message in verses 44-45?

b. For what two reasons does Jesus say he came into the world?   See 12:46-47.

2. Read the NIV translation of 12:48-50 here:  
48 There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day. 49 For I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. 50 I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.”
a. Why are the teachings of Jesus binding and important?

b. What is the ultimate goal of following the Word?

3. Read John 13:1-11.  Share any footnotes with your group.

a. Why did Judas turn against Jesus, according to John in these verses?

b. How does Peter's reaction to Jesus washing his feet reveal his 			     understanding  (or misunderstanding) of Jesus' mission?

c. What is the symbolic meaning of being “washed” in 13:10?

d. Jesus said not all were clean.  Who or what does this refer to? 	 		  (There is a double meaning here.)

4. Read John 13:12-20 and footnotes.  
a. What is the real meaning derived from Jesus washing the feet of his disciples?
b. Where does Jesus say “I AM” in these verses?

c. What does 13:18 mean to the disciples?

d. What does 13:20 mean to members of the Church today?

5. Read John 13:21-30 and footnotes.

	a. The disciples/apostles do not seem to have a clue about who among 		 them would betray Jesus.  What does this say about Judas?

	b. Once the spirit of Satan entered Judas, where does Judas go?  

	c. Where do some of the disciples believe Judas was going?

6. Read John 13:31-35 and footnotes.
	a. Why does Jesus say “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is			      glorified in him”?

	b. What is the “new commandment” that Jesus gives them?

c. How is this different from the “Greatest Commandments” in 		 Matthew 22:36-40 below?  How is it similar?
Matthew 22:36-40 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 38 This is the greatest and the first commandment. 39 The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 [The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments.”

7. Read John 13:36-38. How do you think Simon Peter felt when he heard Jesus’     words to him?

8. What is omniscience?  Where in this lesson do we see Jesus as omniscient? 

9. Reflect for a moment on Jesus washing the feet of his disciples.  He offers it as a model for people who are leaders and persons with authority.  What makes this model difficult for leaders today?  
