Lesson 13: John 11:46 to 12:43
The Plot to put Jesus to Death, Mary of Bethany Anoints Jesus, Jesus Triumphantly enters Jerusalem, Jesus’ Hour, Unbelief of the People
The last of the signs or miracles in John’s “Book of Signs” occurred in the last lesson. Jesus showed his power over life and death by raising Lazarus. This was clearly the greatest of all the previous signs. This lesson begins John’s “Book of Glory” as Jesus’ hour has finally come, the real purpose of his ministry will unfold from this point until it is realized in the death and resurrection of Jesus.
1. Read John 11:46-57 footnotes.  Share any helpful footnotes.  

a. News that Jesus had raised Lazarus have circulated throughout the community.  Why was this miracle a great concern for the priests and Pharisees?     See 11:47-48.

b. Who is Caiaphas, and why did his opinion have so much influence on the council?

c. Why did Caiaphas believe the death of Jesus would be good for Israel?

d. Preparations for the feast of Passover were beginning.  Why is it that many of the Jews arrive early?   See John 11:55-56.

2. Read John 12:1-11 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. Jesus and his disciples traveled from Ephraim to Bethany. Who did they visit in Bethany?

b. What act of kindness and respect does Mary, the sister of Lazarus, do for Jesus?

c. Why does Judas object to Mary’s actions?

d. What else do we learn about Judas in these verses?
	      
e. How does Jesus respond to Judas’ concerns?  (John 12:7-8)
  
f. Compare translations of John 12:7-8 with your group.
 
g. A crowd of people had gathered in Bethany at this time.  Why were they there?  (See John 12:9)

h. Why are the priests angry with both Lazarus and Jesus?  (Jn 12:9-11)


3. Read John 12:12-19 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.

a. What does the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem reveal about the crowd's expectations of Him?

b. In John’s Gospel, who is it that started waving palm fronds to honor Jesus?      See John 12:17-18.

4. Read John 12:20-26 and footnotes. 

a. What do your footnotes say, if anything, about who the “Greeks” are in these verses?

b. It is not clear who Jesus is teaching in these verses.  How does Jesus explain that he must die in these verses?  See John 12:23-25.

c. How does Jesus describe discipleship and the blessings that are derived from discipleship?   See Jn 12:26.

5. Read John 12:27-37 and footnotes.

a. In the presence of many of his followers, Jesus calls to the Father. What does Jesus ask of the Father?

b. This is the third and final time that a voice speaks from heaven in the gospel accounts. Can you recall the other two times? 

c. How did the crowd respond to the voice of God?
  
d. Who is the “prince” or “ruler” of this world mentioned in John 12:31?

e. How does Jesus describe the manner of His own death?  (John 12:32)

f. Why is this disturbing to those who are listening to Him?

6. Read John 12:38-43 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.

Why did some of those who believed in Jesus, still not follow Him, according to John’s Gospel?   See John 12:42-43.
