Lesson 12: John 10:22 – 11:45       The Father and Son are One, Raising of Lazarus
In our last lesson, Jesus describes his relationship to the people by calling himself the Gate (or door), and as the Good Shepherd. He said He would lay down his life for his sheep. Also in the last lesson, Jesus healed a man who was born blind.  While the blind man could now see, the “Jews” (the Jewish authorities), could not appreciate the healing miracle because they were “blind” to the good works of Christ. The healing of the man born blind was done on the Sabbath.
1. Read John 10:22-30 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

	a.  What is the feast that is being celebrated in these verses? 
	b. What do you know about this feast?
	c. What question do the Jews ask of Jesus in 10:24?
	d. Reflection: Why do you think these Jews ask this question?
	e. Why does Jesus say these men do not believe in Him?
	d. Read 10:28-29 again. Why does Jesus say his followers believe in Him?		 There are two reasons.

2. Read John 10:31-33. 
	The Jews pick up stones. What reason is given for attempting to stone Jesus?

3. Read John 10:34-39 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. Compare translations of 10:34-36 with your group. Some translations are		 a bit difficult to understand.

b. Jesus quotes Psalm 82 that refers to princes of the world who also pass		 judgment on men, as “gods”.   Read Psalm 82:6-7 here: 					 I said, ‘You are “gods”; you are all sons of the Most High. But you will die like mere mortals,		 you will die like mere mortals; you will fall like every other ruler.”
How does Jesus use this Psalm as a part of His own defense?  (10:34-35)

c. Why does Jesus say these doubtful Jews should believe Him?

4. Read John 10:40-42.  John the Baptist was already dead at this time. How does he continue to testify on behalf of Jesus?

5. Read John 11:1-16 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.
a. What do we know about the relationship between Jesus, Mary, Martha and Lazarus from the following verses?
11:2     
11:5 
11:7-8
6. Jesus finds out that Lazarus is ill in 11:3-4 but waits two days before going to him.   Read John 11:4 in your Bible and John 9:3 here.  Why did Jesus wait to go see Lazarus?  
     John 9:3 3 Jesus answered, “Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the works of God might	            be made visible through him.

7.  Why were the disciples concerned about going to see Lazarus?   See 11:8.

8. The disciples still do not completely understand Jesus. How does 11:11-12 illustrate this?

9. Read again John 11:14-16. 
	a. What does Jesus hope the healing of Lazarus will do for the disciples?

	b. How do these verses reveal the character of Thomas? 

10. Read John 11:17-27 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

	a.  What do we know about the faith of Martha from the following verses?
	11:21  
             11:22   
             11:24  
             11:27

b. Reflect on Jesus’ words in 11:25-26. This is another of Jesus’ metaphorical        “I AM” statements.  What do these words mean to you?
11. Read John 11:28-37 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

	a. How does Mary express her belief in Jesus?   See 11:32.
	b. How did Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus greet Jesus? 
	c. How did Jesus react to Mary’s pain and grief?    See 11:35.
	d. How do the Jews react to Jesus in 11:36-37?
12. Read John 11:38- 45 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.

	a.  Jesus is led to the tomb of Lazarus and asks that the stone be moved		      away.  What is Martha’s concern in 11:39?
	b. How does Jesus alleviate her fears in 11:40?
	c. Why is it so important for Jesus to openly pray to the Father before this		     miracle/sign? 
	d. How is this sign greater than all the other signs that came before it?
	e. How did the Jews who were present react to this? 
