Lesson 11: John 9-10:21          Man Born Blind and The Good Shepherd
The Gospel of John contains many “I Am” statements.  Jesus boldly uses the name of God revealed to Moses. He is God. In chapter 8 Jesus proclaimed “I Am the Light of the World.”  This statement is repeated in this lesson. Each of the “I Am” statements reveals something about His character and mission.  In Chapter 10 Jesus says “I Am the gate.”  He follows this up with another “I Am” statement; “I Am the good shepherd.”  

1. Read John 9:1-11 and footnotes.  Share any footnotes with your group.

	a. Read verses 9:1-2. What question do the disciples ask Jesus?

	b. What does this tell us they believed about disease, infirmity and			      its causes?
	c. How does Jesus respond to their question?

d. How does Jesus illustrate that He IS the “light of the world?”  (9:5-7)

e. Jesus could heal with his words alone.  Why do you think he used this method to heal the blind man?

             f. How do the man’s neighbors respond to seeing the blind man healed?

2.  Read 9:12-23 and footnotes. Share any helpful footnotes

       What are the concerns of the Pharisees in the following verses?			
	      9:16   
                                 
      9:18 -19
     
3. Read 9:24-34 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes with your group.

a.  Compare translations of 9:24 within your group.

b.  What do the Pharisees believe about Jesus?  Site verses.

c. How does the blind man testify on behalf of Jesus?  See 9:31-32, 9:33

d. What do the Pharisees believe about the man who was born blind?
      See 9:28, 9:34. 

4. Read 9:35-41 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.
	a. Ultimately, how did the Pharisees treat the blind man?

	b. Compare their actions to the promise of Jesus in John 6:37.
John 6:37   Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I will not reject anyone who comes to me.

	c. What is spiritual blindness?  Who is spiritually blind in this chapter?

	d. The Pharisees seem to only view the healing of the blind man in terms		     of breaking the prohibition of work on the Sabbath.  Do they ever			     acknowledge the incredible miracle that occurred? 

5. The triumph of light over darkness is one of the themes of this chapter. 
      Where in this chapter can we see this?

6. Read John 10:1-6 and footnotes. John 10:1-21 may at first seem to be independent of chapter 9, but verse 10:21 makes another reference to opening the eyes of the blind so it appears that this is a continuation of the dialogue in chapter 9.
	a. Who is the “thief and the robber” in this analogy and what does Jesus		     say the thief is trying to do?  (10:1 and 10:16)

	b. Who are the shepherd and the sheep?

c. Reflection: How does Jesus’ role as the “gate” or the “door” (depending		     on your translation), relate to the idea of salvation and protection?

d. Who are the other sheep in 10:16?

e. How does Jesus, as the Good Shepherd, distinguish himself from the		     hired hands?

f. Verses 17 and 18 deal with life and death.  What power and authority		    does Jesus have over life and death?

7. Reflection on this lesson.
What do we learn about Jesus’s character in chapter 9?


What do we learn from the parable of the Good Shepherd about Jesus his relationship to his sheep? 


The “Jews” were divided on their acceptance of Jesus.  Why do many of the people reject Jesus even after seeing miracles and hearing his teaching?
