Lesson 9: John 7- 8:1  The Feast of Tabernacles, Dialogue on Origin of the Messiah
There are three groups of people mentioned in John 7.  The “Jews” refer to the Sanhedrin and Jewish officials. The “crowd” refers to pilgrims visiting Jerusalem. The “people of Jerusalem” refers to those who live in Jerusalem. 
1. Read John 7:1-13 and footnotes. Share any helpful footnotes. 

a. Why did Jesus prefer to teach and preach in Galilee? 


2. Read Leviticus 23: 39-43 and Deuteronomy 16:13-15 here.  		
Leviticus 23: 39-43 On the fifteenth day, then, of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land, you shall celebrate the feast of the Lord for a whole week. The first and the eighth day shall be days of rest. 40 On the first day you shall gather fruit of majestic trees, branches of palms, and boughs[l] of leafy trees and valley willows. Then for a week you shall make merry before the Lord, your God. 41 You shall keep this feast of the Lord for one whole week in the year. By perpetual statute throughout your generations in the seventh month of the year, you shall keep it. 42 You shall dwell in booths for seven days; every native-born Israelite shall dwell in booths, 43 that your descendants may realize that, when I led the Israelites out of the land of Egypt, I made them dwell in booths. I, the Lord, am your God.
Deuteronomy 16:13-15 13 You shall celebrate the feast of Booths for seven days, when you have gathered in the produce from your threshing floor and wine press. 14 You shall rejoice at your feast, together with your son and daughter, your male and female slave, and also the Levite, the resident alien, the orphan and the widow within your gates. 15 For seven days you shall celebrate this feast for the Lord, your God, in the place which the Lord will choose; since the Lord, your God, has blessed you in all your crops and in all your undertakings, you will be full of joy.
a. What does the Feast of Tabernacles (Booths) celebrate?


b. What does the Feast of Tabernacles (Booths) commemorate?

3. Who are the “brothers” of Jesus in 7:3-4?  See footnotes and Mark 6:3.
 Mark 6:3 Is he not the carpenter,[a] the son of Mary, and the brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?”
      b. Why do they believe Jesus should go to Judea, or do they?

4. Why does Jesus say he is hated?

5. Why did Jesus go to the Feast alone?  John 7:10-12.

     a. What were people saying about Jesus?

     b. Why were they afraid to speak openly about Him?
     c. Have you ever been afraid to speak your opinion about a controversial	 topic?
6. Read John 7:14-24 and footnotes. Share any helpful footnotes.   Where is Jesus and what is he doing in these verses?
     b. How do the Jews respond to Jesus?
     c. Where does Jesus’ wisdom and knowledge come from?

7. In John 7:19, of what does Jesus accuse the Jews? 

     b. How does the “crowd,” or pilgrims, react to this?  7:20.

8. What did Jesus do that made the Jews wish to kill Him?   7:21

      b. Again Jesus accuses the Jews and defends his own acts in 7:22-24. What is He saying here?         
      c. What should the Jews do instead? 

9. Read John 7:25-36 and footnotes. What are the people of Jerusalem trying to figure out in verses 25-26?

        b. What does Jesus say in verses 28 to 30 that seems to confuse the people?

        c. What does he say that makes them try to arrest him?

        d. Why didn’t they arrest him?

        e. In verses 35-36, the Jewish officials now seem confused. Why?

10. Read John 7:37-39 and share your footnotes.

 	a. Where did Jesus already talk about coming to Him to drink water?

b. What is it that Jesus is really inviting people to do?

11. Read John 7:40-46 and footnotes. 									a. Why do some people believe Jesus could not possibly be the Messiah?

	b. What other opinions are being expressed about the identity of Jesus?

	c. Reflection: What prevented Jesus’ arrest at this point in time?
 
12. Read John 7:45-53 and footnotes. Why do the Pharisees believe an arrest of 		Jesus was not made?  

	b. How did Nicodemus attempt to intervene on Jesus’ behalf?  

	c. Where did we read about Nicodemus, earlier in this Gospel?

	d. Of what does the Sanhedrin accuse Nicodemus?

13. Reflect on Jesus and the words he shared with the people so far in John’s Gospel. What in this Gospel so far has touched your heart, helped you to know Jesus better, or caused you to see a familiar story with “new eyes”?
