Lesson 7: John 6:1-34         Feeding 5000, Walking on Water
A significant amount of time has passed between the events in Chapter 5 and Chapter 6.
In our last lesson, we read of two more signs or miracles of Jesus. Jesus healed a young boy at his father’s request, without even seeing the boy.  Also in our last lesson, Jesus healed a paralytic who was paralyzed for thirty-eight years.  This lesson includes 2 additional signs. The feeding of the 5000 is the only miracle, (sign), that is mentioned in all four Gospels. That should be a clue as to how important or significant it is. Walking on the Water appears in John, Mark and Matthew.
1. Read John 6:1-14 and Footnotes. Share any helpful footnotes.

a. Where is Jesus at the beginning of this chapter and where had he been?
(See John 6:1 and John 5:1)

b. Where does John say Jesus is going?

2. Read Matthew 13:14 and Luke 9:10 below. How do Matthew and Luke describe the place where Jesus was heading at this time?
Matthew 13:14 13 When Jesus heard of it, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. The crowds heard of this and followed him on foot from their towns.
Luke 9:10 - 10 When the apostles returned, they explained to him what they had done. He took them and withdrew in private to a town called Bethsaida


3. Where did Jesus go to rest and get away from the crowd that was following Him?    See 6:3.

4.  In the private or isolated location Jesus and the disciples had gone to, what  does Philip say about obtaining food for the gathering crowd?  Does he think it is even possible to feed them?

5. How does Andrew solve the problem of food? Does he seem more hopeful?

6. Check again for footnotes for verse 6:9. What is significant about the food the boy has with him in this verse?

7. Compare John 6:10 to Mark 6:39, Matthew 14:9 and Luke 9:14-15 below.  How are these similar and how do they differ? 
Mark 6:39 39 So he gave orders to have them sit down in groups on the green grass.
Matt 14:9 19 and he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.

Luke 9:14-15 Then he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of [about] fifty.” 15 They did so and made them all sit down.

John 6:10 10 Jesus said, “Have the people recline.” Now there was a great deal of grass in that place. So the men reclined, about five thousand in number.

8.    All four gospels agree that there were around 5000 men there.  So how many    people do you suppose were gathered there? See also Matthew 14:21 here:
Matthew 14:21 21 Those who ate were about five thousand men, not counting women and children.


9.       What does Jesus do before the loaves and fishes are distributed?

10. What effect did seeing all the leftovers have on the crowd?

11. What is the meaning of John 6:15?  Why would they make him king?

12. This is the 4th Sign.  How does it point to the divinity of Jesus Christ?

13. Read John 6:15-21 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.


14. Where was Jesus when the disciples left in the boat?

15. This is the 5th sign. What kind of miracle is this?   (John 6:16-21)

16. How does this miracle point to the divinity of Jesus?  See also Job 9:8 here:
Job 9:8 He alone stretches out the heavens and treads upon the back of the sea.

17. Read John 6: 22-34 and footnotes. What is going on in verses 22-24?

18. Why does Jesus say the people were looking for Him?  6:26

19. What should the people be looking for instead?  See 6:27 and John 4:34 and John 4:14 below.      
John 4:34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of the one who sent me and to finish his work.”
John 4:14 but whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall give will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 


20. What is the “Work of God” according to Jesus?  6:29

21. Reflection: How are Manna and Eucharist similar? See John 6:30-33. 


The Bread of Life Discourse has just begun….. to be continued next week.
