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Lesson  9         Hebrews 9 
Opening The Way To God 

2 For a tabernacle was constructed, the outer one,* in which were the lampstand, 
the table, and the bread of offering; this is called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the 
second veil was the tabernacle called the Holy of Holies, 4 in which were the gold 
altar of incense* and the ark of the covenant entirely covered with gold. In it were 
the gold jar containing the manna, the staff of Aaron that had sprouted, and the 
tablets of the covenant. 5 Above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the 
place of expiation. Now is not the time to speak of these in detail. 

1.  A. What items were in the Tabernacle? 
        
 
B.  Which items were behind the veil in the Holy of Holies? 
 
 
2.  How was the Holy of Holies used differently from the other room of the Tabernacle?  
(give verse) 
 
 
3.  A. What was the High Priest required to bring into the Holy of Holies? 
 
 
B.  What lessons was it meant to teach? 
 
 
 
4.  Why were their gifts and sacrifices not sufficient to clear their consciences?  (vs. 8-10, 
CCC#433) 

8 In this way the holy Spirit shows that the way into the sanctuary had not yet been 
revealed while the outer tabernacle still had its place. 9 This is a symbol of the 
present time,* in which gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the 
worshiper in conscience 10 but only in matters of food and drink and various ritual 
washings: regulations concerning the flesh, imposed until the time of the new order. 

CCC#433 
433 The name of the Saviour God was invoked only once in the year by the high 
priest in atonement for the sins of Israel, after he had sprinkled the mercy seat in 
the Holy of Holies with the sacrificial blood. the mercy seat was the place of God's 
presence. When St. Paul speaks of Jesus whom "God put forward as an expiation by 
his blood", he means that in Christ's humanity "God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself." 

 
 
5.  How frequently did High Priest enter the earthly sanctuary and how frequently did Christ 
enter the true, heavenly sanctuary? 
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6.  From vs. 9:11-15, find what things were accomplished by the blood of Christ?  
(CCC#1021) 

11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that have come to be,* 
passing through the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made by hands, that is, 
not belonging to this creation, 12 he entered once for all into the sanctuary, not with 
the blood of goats and calves but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal 
redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the sprinkling of a heifer’s 
ashes* can sanctify those who are defiled so that their flesh is cleansed, 14 how 
much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal spirit* offered himself 
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works to worship the living 
God. 15  For this reason he is mediator of a new covenant: since a death has taken 
place for deliverance from transgressions under the first covenant, those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance. 

(CCC#1021) 
1021 Death puts an end to human life as the time open to either accepting or 
rejecting the divine grace manifested in Christ. The New Testament speaks of 
judgment primarily in its aspect of the final encounter with Christ in his second 
coming, but also repeatedly affirms that each will be rewarded immediately after 
death in accordance with his works and faith. the parable of the poor man Lazarus 
and the words of Christ on the cross to the good thief, as well as other New 
Testament texts speak of a final destiny of the soul -a destiny which can be different 
for some and for others. 

 
 
7.  How does each person of the Trinity participate in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ?  (vs. 
9:11-15,  

CCC#614) 
614 This sacrifice of Christ is unique; it completes and surpasses all other sacrifices.  
First, it is a gift from God the Father himself, for the Father handed his Son over to 
sinners in order to reconcile us with himself. At the same time it is the offering of the 
Son of God made man, who in freedom and love offered his life to his Father 
through the Holy Spirit in reparation for our disobedience. 
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8.  What do you find in these verses regarding cleansing from sin?    
       A.  John 20:22,23 

22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
holy Spirit. 23 Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain 
are retained.” 

 
 
       B.  2 Corinthians 5:17,20 

17 So whoever is in Christ is a new creation: the old things have passed away; 
behold, new things have come. 18 And all this is from God, who has reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, God 
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting their trespasses against 
them and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 So we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as if God were appealing through us. We implore you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God 

 
 
       C.  Matthew 18:18 

18 Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

 
 
9.  Read Heb. 9:23-28.  Where does the Bible say: 

23 Therefore, it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified by 
these rites, but the heavenly things themselves by better sacrifices than these. 24 For 
Christ did not enter into a sanctuary made by hands, a copy of the true one, but 
heaven itself, that he might now appear before God on our behalf. 25 Not that he 
might offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters each year into the sanctuary 
with blood that is not his own; 26 if that were so, he would have had to suffer 
repeatedly from the foundation of the world. But now once for all he has appeared 
at the end of the ages* to take away sin by his sacrifice. 27 Just as it is appointed 
that human beings die once, and after this the judgment, 28 so also Christ, offered 
once to take away the sins of many,* will appear a second time, not to take away sin 
but to bring salvation to those who eagerly await him. 

      A.  One sacrifice was sufficient for all sin for all time 
 
      B.  There is no reincarnation (CCC#1013) 

1013 Death is the end of man's earthly pilgrimage, of the time of grace and mercy 
which God offers him so as to work out his earthly life in keeping with the divine 
plan, and to decide his ultimate destiny. When "the single course of our earthly life" 
is completed, we shall not return to other earthly lives: "It is appointed for men to 
die once." There is no "reincarnation" after death. 

 
10.  What happens after death?  Give verse. 


